Department of Housing, Economic Development & Commerce
Artist Certification Board

Inter-Office Memorandum

DATE: November 21,2023
TO: Christopher Langston, Chairman
FROM: Joey-Ann Morales, Division of City Planning

SUBJECT:  Artist Certification Approval

The Following individuals were recommended for approval by the Artist Certification
Board (ACB) and awalit certification at the next Planning Board Meeting.

Name Mcdium Crilcria
Gattem Venkatesh Micro Art Sculplure 1,2,3,4,5

*The following shall serve as criteria to be used by the ACB in certifying an artist: 1) the artists’ commitment to
the fine arts as a career; 2) the need for large loft space in which to create his or her art; 3} education; 4) current
body of work; 5) exhibition record; 6) references from other artists or art professionals. In no event shall the
content of the art created be used as a criterion to determine eligibility to occupy work/live space in the WALDO.



Artist Certification Application

(Each individual applicant shouid submit a separate application.)

Date
11/16/2023

Name
GATTEM VENKATESH

Home Phone
(551) 804-2922

Mobile Phone
(551) 804-2922

Email Address
gattemvenkateshusa@gmail.com

Address
160 HACKENSACK ,224 EAST RUTHERFORD ,NEW JERSEY, NEW JERSEY, New Jersey 07073

Fine Arts Discipline
micro art sculpture

Do you currently reside in a work/live space? What is your current amount of living space in
Yes square feet?:
30
What is your current amount of work space? How much work/live space will you need?
30 30

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION:

1. Describe your particular art form and explain why a large space is necessary for its creation.

| am Dr. Gattem Venkatesh Visakhapatnam , India and | am an aspiring artist and a student from India
presently pursuing Urban planning architecture at NYIT Newyork .1 have been honoured a GUINNESS
WORLD RECORD for making World smallest toothpick sculpture of EMPIRE STATE BUILDING . | am an
Hand craft artist from past 14 Years , | made more than 500 Art and hand crafts with waste materials
,Recently Awarded National Youth Award (Govt of India) for social service in art and | was awarded 90+
Awards, | was inspiration of to many students and conducting workshops every year and | was teaches
government school students the art forms and art class using waste material for making science projects
and decors for basics methods in hand crafts (more than 60 + schools and 23,000+ students.

| always think new trends lead to greater creativity. In the realm of micro sculptures — which is what |
understand, explore and delve in — boundaries melt and fuse, and embrace all kinds of art. | regularly
collaborate with architects, engineers, wood artists, painters, fashion designers, bamboo artisans, and
stone sculptors.l can only speak from my own position. For me there has always been an emotive,
expressive approach to my art. So, yes, art is about self-expression, which gives me an opportunity to
bring my art to the world outside — not just the concept, but performing the act of miniature art its



I cannot see art devoid of emotions. It is through the self that one can see the world. We are our own prism
to see and perceive things, situations and people around us. In this sense, society is an extension of us
and we are a part of it. How far an artist stretches this societal link is subjective. | have not done it
consciously, but if | were to, my expression would certainly be coloured by my own experiences in society.

| have a studio — Venky Art — where | work mostly using micro materials like pencils toothpicks,
matchsticks, etc. The studio is well situated on the top floor of my home. It saves me time navigating
around Visakhapatanam. Making notes, both visual and textual, reading and studying on the materials |
use, are all important parts of the work process. Practically, all art and craft are essential parts of my work
and | like to do a lot of pencil drawings for my micro sculpture and painting. Often, these drawings
themselves become very engaging and could take as much time as a work in ink would. In my miniatures, |
also work with oils on canvas and on paper. Each medium demands its own process and | feel the need to
detach myself from the other, while working with one.

2. Submit a fine arts (non-commercial) resume pertinent to your work. Include educational
background, professional training, public exhibitions and/or performances, critical reviews, awards
and fellowships. Be sure to include dates.

Fine Arts Resume

magazine (1).pdf

portfoilo (1) (2).pdf

3. Submit dated documentation appropriate to your particular art form. Your documentation should
reflect a body of work over the last 5 years, up to and including recent work. Student work, in and
of itself, will not meet the criteria for certification. Below are examples of the kinds of support

materials that should accompany your application: (Applicants must upload or mail in examples.
Staff does not have access to certain websites)

e 15-20 examples; CD, website or slide sheet, scores, tapes or photographs of work
completed in the last 5 years; dated announcements, catalogs, reviews, articles, etc.

15 - 20 Examples
WhatsApp Image 2023-10-23 at 8.35.04 PM.jpeg

WhatsApp Image 2023-10-23 at 8.35.04 PM (1).jpeg
WhatsApp Image 2023-10-23 at 8.16.30 PM (2).jpeg

All documentation should include, where appropriate, the date of creation, medium, size and title of
the work.

In some cases, the Artists’ Certification Board may request more support materials such as
recommendations, transcripts, and or an interview with the applicant.

ALL SUPPORT MATERIALS BECOME THE PROPERTY OF THE JERSEY CITY PLANNING DIVISION
AND WILL BE KEPT IN A PUBLIC RESOURCE REGISTRY. THEY WILL NOT BE RETURNED.

DO NOT SUBMIT ORIGINAL WORK.
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